i                WITHIN THE GATES
YOUNG WHORE (between breaths). I was afraid,
if I didn't run, I'd lose sight of you, and I
wanted to see you.
ATHEIST (a$ he helps the YOUNG WHORE to sit
down). Damn stupid to rush yourself into a
heart attack.
YOUNG WHORE (frightened). There's a shadow
passing over my eyes again! (Grasping the
ATHEIST'S arm} Dad, I'm afraid I'm far from
well.
ATHEIST (soothingly). Just a little flutter from
over exertion, that's all. All our hearts jump
at times.
YOUNG WHORE (vehemently). I tell you it's
deeper than that, an' I'll croak suddenly, sooner
or later. The other night I had a man with
me, an' when I was half stripped it came on
me as he was coming over to paw me. In
a mist I saw the fright in his eyes, saw him
huddling his clothes on an' hurrying away.
Then I fell down. In a faint I fell down,
till the morning came an' brought up the
woman below to find me still in a faint where
I fell down.
ATHEIST. Excitement, over-excitement. Did
the boyo leave his fee behind him?
YOUNG WHORE (hysterically). If I have to die,
I'll die game; I'll die dancing 1
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